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not acting simultaneously, and the left more feeble than 
the right. During the day the patient improved, but in 
the afternoon, on extending himself in a hamr^iock, the 
delirious symptoms returned. 

Other cases are also cited. He sums up his state¬ 
ments thus: 

Mental disturbance -is greatest (1) after a long hori¬ 
zontal condition—in the morning for example ; (2) after 
a long vertical condition, in the evening, the intermedi¬ 
ate hours being the least disturbed. 

Insanity Communicated from Man to Ani¬ 
mals. 

By Ch. Fere (Soc. de Biologie, 1893). This article 
speaks of cases in which dogs living in intimate rela¬ 
tions with neuropaths, especially among low classes of 
humanity, have contracted their morbid activities. This 
is only a peculiar form of what has been noted by others, 
in the communication of insanity from one individual 
to another. 

Mental Alienation Jtesultiny from Suryieal 
Operations. 

(April number, Journal of Mental Sciences The first 
case cited was that of a woman who had had two danger¬ 
ous operations performed within two weeks. Her con¬ 
valescence was marked by attacks of hysteria, one occur¬ 
ring two months after the completion of the operations, 
being accompanied by inability to control her actions, 
alteration of her affections, complaints for the slightest 
causes. These symptoms disappeared as the patient 
improved. 

The second case was that of a child of twelve years, 
on whose knee an operation was performed, ether being 
used as an anaesthetic. Eight days later a mild form of 
insanity appeared. During the day he slept lightly ; at 
night he was restless and the temperature higher, 
though the wound had remained the same. The hair 
became dry and hard, the child was sullen, and the 
natural affections altered. He grew better gradually, 
and recovered entirely from the trouble. 

The third case, observed by Dr. Dent, was a woman 
of sixty, whose leg was amputated, ether being adminis¬ 
tered. Eleven days later melancholia manifested itself, 
followed by a gradual failing, culminating in senile 
insanity. 
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Another case was that of a woman of forty, upon 
whom ovariotomy was performed. Six days later, her 
general condition having thus far been satisfactory, her 
face changed, she became restless and uneasy, and, after 
two days, acute insanity developed, to which she suc¬ 
cumbed, dying on the eleventh day. At the autopsy no 
trace of peritonitis was found. 

We think it is, however, a question whether the in¬ 
sanity was necessarily a result of the surgical operation 
in any of these cases, or merely a concomitant cir¬ 
cumstance. 

Modifications Observed in the Mental Con¬ 
dition of some Insane, Affected with Cholera. 

The following observations were made at the Bonne- 
val Asylum during a cholera epidemic, which attacked 
sixty inmates of the asylum, mostly women. 

For convenience in noting the effects of cholera, the 
patients were divided into five groups—maniacs, melan¬ 
choliacs, the partially delirious, the organically insane, 
and idiots. 

In the case of maniacs it is shown that, during its 
severe periods, cholera causes to disappear all maniacal 
conditions of whatever character and of however long 
standing: but, on recovery, the mental derangement 
returns by degrees. 

That cholera usually modifies the melancholic condi¬ 
tions for the better was noticed, but too few cases were 
examined to draw any final conclusions. 

Those slightly insane or melancholy, regained, to a 
greater or less degree, the mental soundness during the 
attack. 

Those organically insane were not affected mentally 
by the disease. In whatever case there was maniacal 
excitement accompanying the delirium, this disappeared 
entirey during the cholera attack. When delirium accom¬ 
panied a melancholy state, the latter was more or less 
modified, but the delirium remained. 

One case was that of a paralytic, whose insanity was of 
long standing, and whose mind was not perceivably 
affected by the disease; but this single case proves 
nothing. 

The idiots attacked were too feeble-minded to afford 
basis for determing results. 

In every case, however, except the last, the patients 
understood the danger of their condition, and faced death 
calmly. 



